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Introduction

• Georg Brandes is Denmark’s number one “importer of culture”.
• Brandes is a nexus between intellectual worlds.
• My goals today

1. Shed light on Brandes’ formation as a thinker – especially his 
relationship to Rasmus Nielsen 

2. Reflect more generally on the relationship between the natural 
sciences and culture



The failed(?) quantum revolution

• Claim: “The quantum revolution” led to no deep insights about the 
nature of reality.

• Claim: The struggle of Bohr, Heisenberg, Pauli, Schrödinger, 
Einstein, etc. was a power game. Bohr won, but not because he 
had good ideas. 

• HH: These claims should also be assessed historically.





“There can be no doubt that the Danish precursor of 
modern existentialism and neo-orthodox theology, 
Søren Kierkegaard, through his influence on Bohr, 
affected also the course of modern physics to some 
extent.” (Jammer 1966, p 173)

But the gap between Kierkegaard (d. 1855) and Bohr 
(b. 1885) is too large.
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• Brandes born in 1842





Student of Rasmus Nielsen
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Questions – for me and for us

• How did Brandes’ intervention (in Dualismen) affect the reception 
of Nielsen’s philosophical views?

1. He made Nielsen irrelevant
2. He transformed Nielsen’s ideas and transmitted them to the next 

generation

• To what extent did Nielsen’s forsoningslære enable Brandes to 
open communication between humanities and science?



References

• HH, Rasmus Nielsen
• C.H. Koch, Den Danske Idealisme
• P. Rubow, Georg Brandes’ Briller
• R. Rosfort, “At forstaaeliggjøre og tyde Naturens Runer”: En 

genovervejelse af Kierkegaards kritik af naturvidenskaben


	Default Section
	Slide 1: Brandes against Dualism
	Slide 2: Introduction

	My winding path to Brandes
	Slide 3: The failed(?) quantum revolution
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6

	The more and less familiar Brandes
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Student of Rasmus Nielsen

	Rasmus Nielsen's life and lære
	Slide 10: Rasmus Nielsen (1809-1884)
	Slide 11: Hegelian period (1840-46)
	Slide 12: Kierkegaardian period  (1847-1860)
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

	Brandes' backlash
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23

	Conclusions
	Slide 24: Questions – for me and for us
	Slide 25: References


